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Old Bus’s Glory
“SMITHY” BIDS ADIEU

Wrote "Finia."

Mamed for Australia of the starry cross,

To write Australia’s name across the skies.
The Old Bus, guided once more by her Bosa,
Sydney lifted up ita eyes.

To=day I am going on two journevs.
Ome will take me round the world,
mainly by ship and on business. The
obher, ﬂj’l]‘l& the Southorn Cross to
Richmond b handed over to the
nation, will teke only s little while,
but it will be nearly 400,000 miles at
the speed of memory,
This Is the lsst trip of (he
0ld 'Bas, and my Seéntimental
Journey,

More Than 'Plane

T'll try and tell you why the Bouth-
em Cross is more than just an aero-
plane to me

When 1 talk of *'Il'la.l' dear old faith-
ruérsaul.hnrn Cross" I'm not being
merely sentimental. This aeroplane
has been & Uving thing to me.

No Arab could think more of hbis
thoroughbred horse, no satlor d
his tall ship with dugrer aflection,
than T feel for my Old "Bus

Do you realise that I have spent
about 150 davs und 20 whole nlghts
inm the Southern Cross, ahd doring
nll those days and nights—over the
Pacific, the Ailantic, the mm;
over the Anstralian and American
continenis—It has never really et
me down.

Evenn on that iast Jubilee flight,
half-wny acrogs the Tasman and
back, it wasn't redlly the Old "Bus
that falled me. It seemed to call
out. when the propeller was smash-
ed: “It isn't me Boss—it's that new
bit o! cowling."

Daddy Of 'Em All

The Old "Hox knows me. It les
better for me than for anyone
else. T've proved that, time and
mgain,

Other people have tronble with the
old girl, But she alwayes “comes
through for me™

Here's her story:—

The Scuthern Cross was bullt by
Anthony Fokker, in 1925, when Sir
Hubert Wilking hnught the machine
tor Polar exploration. It wes crash-
ed on rovgh iee in the Arctic, and
shipped back to Seattle to be repal=-

ed.
Then Wilkins had no further use

for it. He sold it to us without en-

National Library of Australia

iSpecially written for “The Sun” by Sir Charles Kingsford Smith.)

Then Witkins hnd no further use
for it. He sold it to us without en-
gines—to Charles Ulm. Keith Ander-
gom, and myself—withouy engines,

Few people reallse  ihat the

Southern Cross I “The Falher

of the Fokkers" The Dutch, who

alwavs refer o an neroplane as
mascullne, call it that

Braved Ocean

It was the first blg-wing, three-

En lLl'll:'l:l monopiniie  Fokker evel
nikle.
To gel funds to fly the Paclflc

Captain George Pond and myself
tried to hreg}: the world's endurance
flight record.

Cruelly overloaded with fuel, the
Bouthern Cross made the most ardu-
ous take-off of its career, and the
minst haeardous 1 have sver made.
But she strugpled into the = for
ug, and we siayed up first 48 hours
2': minutes, then 60 hours T min-
utes,

The weariness of those two-day
stretches In the alr, clreling round
and round at stalling point over San
l"runrt:nm!fmi weluﬂmd the re-
cord by a few hours!

But I foel sure the Old Pus made
her record on this  occasion, and
that mo multi-engined ulrcrn.tl has
equalled her endurance since,

Then, on Jane 1, 1528, we took |
her off ncross the Paeifle, and |
she came through with flying |
colors, s you know. |
No other asroplane has ever eross- |

ed the Paclfle from Amerlca to AUB- |
tralin,

Manv times T almost lost control |
as we wallowed blind through storms
betweenn Suva and Brizbane, I the
biackest night, No one copld have
“hlamed” an aeroplane for gol In

the ditch that nlght, but the
stuck to us through thick and thin.

Over Atlantic

In 1628, came Coffee Roval, where
the wing of the Old "Bus was our
shelter from the sun by day, our
pelllng ot night, We set ot agaln,
and broke Hinkler'sn time between
Australia and England—Charies Ulm,
Litehfield, MeWilllams., and myself.
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Australia and England—Charles Ulm, b T
Titehfield, Mcwilliams, and myseit. | #ard, from Her Boss

In 1030, the Boithern Cross wig
reconditioned by Anthony Fokker,
who shares my affectlon for her, and
didn't charge s & cent.

Then we flew the Atlantle. The
0ld 'Bus was the frst acroplane
ever (o reach New York from
Europe,

In mid-Atlantic the altimeter weng
“hay-wire.” Tt showed 600ft, but we
were less thun 100ft. from the waves
we couldn't see In a blind fog, The
perinl Lrofled in the water, and told
us our danger.

The 0Old "Bus responded to the
climb out of that death valley. We
got to New York.

Then we flew her across America
Having done that, the Sewlhern
Cross had flown aroond the world
at its greatest circumlerence, and is
the only mochine ever fo have done

i

We shipped the Old "Bus back to
Austrialia, e went an to the service
of ANA The Bouthern Cross
enrried about 100000 passengers, and
some tong of mall,

Tasman Terror

The depression hit us and T took
the Cross back for mysell and went
oy-riding thr Australla, snd in

ow Sealand after we made tha first
ermasing of tne Tisman

That first Tasman fAlght waa
the worst in my whole career, 1
felt the chill of death creep up
my fplne and ralse my balr an

We had lee on the wi'hF!-—-hnIl' B
ton of lce! And the Old Bus never
powed her head and went down.

TJEM Bnuﬂt?m&m Croas has uruuﬂltine
LT B, =
‘ﬁtm 1 #el

Wiy necross. Of thag
that no other sircraft hons ever
to fly 600 miles with a dud motor and
ane falllng,

Plaque Of Memory

Yet ns long as I live I shall strive
to perpetuate the name, in combing-
tions, such ms Star of the Bouth,
or something like thnt, The names
of any alreraft we fly on & trans-
Tasman service will bave a definite
rellnr.lnn tmi-u ﬁﬂm-n Cross. !

wan own plague o
memory, of pulllhﬁ cod or brass,
in the Soothern Cross, I don't know
now exnctly whnt the wording will
be, but It may be something like this:

“To my Faithful 'Old “Bus'
in truly gratefil memory and re-
gard, from Her Boss
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