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CYCLONE TRACY WREGKED
RAAF BASE DARWIN

cloms. "Traey) and e abiecath pat iy RAAT, pacticilaythe ir Ap I R e Spﬁﬂse

Cyel
transport force, (o its most severe test of all times outside
- Aough bighty
Tor mori uwum.mmm SALE o v v i,
el i .
e T A s

February, 1975 February, 1975

How the RAAF answered challenges presented at every level of activity
has been recopsiaed by, the Chief of the Ak Stat who signalled his congratula-
tions 1o every man and woman involved.

The media had already made clear fo the public
that the RAAF were the first Se
n the job of cvacuating the
téstoring nler, and majntaiaing operafioes through
out all crifical phases of recovery.
The RAAF a5 a whole was in the headlin
the TV screen and on the mdio throughout the period
of evacuation. TV films, featuring the RAAF, went
around the world. :
\..x the whnh sory only  vice casualties (mmly severe
werged  once sh sufficient
nllw:d had a t f Darwin
ek on what Had happenen
In this issuc RAAF News
h:(mh(rllcb hnh:m- unrecord-
. quating.

‘o help Service members —
-u‘.u»vh;m-.f..hs.r-mm
He knew that he vould i

N-Ar totals could h’qlﬂ'i wll\ late donatic ﬁhv

In sur next issve # is n‘c ph-d'-ln‘-vdhm.
be NWIQI( bur in the moantime following returns have
besn recoived. = *
H!\-Ing ﬂ“s_ﬂ Brisbans,
£330 4O Sapnon Comms o e g el
wn:wsﬂnrishﬁ WIWHI
1941.00; Mllanhwm umw !cll
uw ﬂ,: !-lm4 SNWW. MTU, $1000.00; Af i
Trmmahe 416, Si08 0 Wige 12 s ", smim g

effects of Cyclone Tracy could mof
o ey plmlnn:vh Saving die
e oll ot i asithns S s bt “hmulnl hish_mere umpm md
comsidorably reports ara report ngled remains now m

et e ramolh Sleaman whith tas begim af RAAF Base

Sevazi na o,-«m»- Cormmand, 3573
Sranch, S0 4ad Hon

Previously m...t.m.m( minried accommadation for
Buse, but Cyclone Tracy struck, the_married
bics, A% RAAF News. pix shows, a
of fhe warsied quarters mumaged fo retain some roaf
but all were damaged in the “Rig Blaw™
add to the heartbreak of Christmas Eve, 1974,

Operational ~ Comm
picked_up the Minister and
initiative, commonsense. General who  thereby
m many ~cases, _hig Tnternal municatians ived at Darwin by the first

keraund 1o i th  framsport aireraft of the scorex

fties might be reqvired 1
uccommodate
T5EA cviocan: e e cqsi
period. Base Sauadron
d No. 3 RAAF

its.
reports unfold a saga

OVE: Such was the
{he “Rig Blow™ that
AAF Bus was hurdied
Hocess purpoter, bat Crelue amoss 300 yards. from
Tra paid’ to Trausport Section {0 come fn
Prbeid and that of cvery inious
Kingsteand  erected

The ba
i nu is sividly lluscaied by
oup
Hm:hm:. AFC, Darwin's base
commander, who was off the
e whea the eyclone siruck
resumin

e

hed been complied

nditions were chaotic, but
effective action was being
t restore communi-
cations, _ cleas
ways,  and
ler\';l(a ]
The Buse hospital was wery
e
i and. rmn
RAAF
Joning mm walmn and ser-

some road-
restore  nirfield

1( i

proceeding
debris from the
mostly sheets of
ponents of Kingstrand huts
ud vegelition
r\hmfl 2100 hours that night
( Decemberl &
ik
“vacustion teams,
son (Mnister for the Northern

That aireraft had lhme im-
portant_passes board be-
mu‘: of the initiative of the
apiain. the lemporacy
Sanding Officer of No.

is wey to Darwin he
the RIT of the
1 that had landed at
Mount Isa, carrying the M

g e
feat e
e _seq Lt o
from 37 Sauadron flew’ i the
Air | Tmmporable
mmunicat
opened 1
links  cnabling vital
ation to_be exchanged be
ewin . Operational
Command  Headquarters  and
Richmond
Shontly after landing the
first RAAF Hercules (130’
Standard Collins 6182 M/F
‘om-
dquarters o arrange
paich betwesn
OC Darwin and
Ths was taken m first
step Lo hi
nised npxrarm\ that wa:
sustained  RAAFS air-
crall " throughout  the
cight da
The  Baw  Commandors
report tte infor
Rk u()m dur:
ing the morming of
SR s
# the Darwin. populution war

ahl
Richmand
H were pre-
smine and

s of assistnce were
. ecopted

Sulvation

Cross_arganizations

P Taining, Corps)
I el
ooy were warned o
Yoot o 39, Deseter (o
assist in reception  adminis-
tration
Sixteen aircraft were flown
m 27 Ducember, vight of each
type. crews
wailable from cach Squadron.
An estra CI30E aireraft was
available but ot tasked
ond of
persons, was processed through
the reception centre and ex-
amined at the hospital. No
undue  problems  were en-
countered with the processing
and - disposal of the evacuces.
Army  Movement
aprived for duty
Movement <

From late

afternoan
all flights leaving
LY medical

remaing of bodstends, wrdrobs
ron contribute to
he

rluately  no
oA e

hadly dlmuud Sera.

was
ke Eeloo 1o e Base

s, joists and_roofing
of athr devastaion fn the sres

rwin.

tuoie xxng,«nm in

tell the full story but they

flew

* *
Grim humor from the
centre_of things. A

tionnaire issued to all ser-

fems n genees|
Here are some (o illus

trate the feelings at

time: LAC — “Not enaugh

time to put roof

do washing

2 ber,
ster and the General. probable and  thal  Service o 2 i oo f um- TJ:’ i

the main gate (below relatively

Blaodhound _misile @ 1he e Howitl (below)
was # landmark out- cmerged from the - Cyclon
rcstics; bul e

National Library of Australia

m from ifs mo
hangar and. hrlod several s
rest aimost in {he front

ndred yards

but (his Dukotn (below)

inside the Base maintenance

hefore_coming o

rden of ihe Oficer Communding
house

Bass, Cryves Copikin Dive Fitchans, ‘e
round.

be scen in the b:

continuously since the marn-
ing of 26 December.

allow his without degrading
ntinned on

Page 6

was wrenched from s old _lgloo

accupunts

type  temparary
nearhy

uot fare 5o well. Fortunately,
were

from _them  hafore
Blow™ struck (he

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page28901802

ter stanc

st house”. F

“Shart stary to

wateh for first
LAC

in_ adversit
seems the Dig has not lost
his sense of humour-
* *

many  more
g
Cyclone
ped
Dacwin. In
o i e, RAAE News
hopes to publish more as a

Kl
women of the Seryice wha

Jenman Broce “Adams. o
i Darwin soon afte:




